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Ghh Cignal Detockmeas
615tk Trancporhniu.y Tahachment
822 Signal Dabanirend

662nd Tronsportacion natachment

(3} Additional Linticn Suppert Elements, OPCON to the 52d CAB dur-

_ing Operation Matthews wores

Light Fire Team npe ot Aeganlt Heliconter Company
92nd Assaulb Felisoplfer (ompany

243rd Lsaault SuzptoT ialicopter Company (=)
180th issault Suppon i Hellccpter Company (=)
196th Assault Supuort Iiaiicopter Commany (=)

2, (C) Intelligenes

a, Lo early ac &"s a.aend weak in Hay PCW's captured by 3/8th Inf
vyic ¥B 877 291 confir wd iie prasoence of the 101D Regt of the 3250 NVL
Division., Intelligerce veonrhs indicated the possible presence of two
other regiments from the 5450 in Western Kontum Province. During the
period 15-21 May activisy began to increase, Two members of the 101D
Regiment rallisd te CVil troops in Konltum,

b. During the period 0228 May, enemy initiated activity increased
significantly in Konsuit Province, with the offorts dirscted almost ex-

gluzively agalinst L5 Divagion fire support bases.

(1) On 22 May, Ben He% 7 Camp (vic YB 863 256) reccived five
rounds of 60mm morLar, and */eth FEB (vic ¥B 855 188) recelved 3 rounds
of 82mm, and en unknowh omhoe of 120mn mortar rounds.

(2) The 1/12%2 FG3 f4ie YL 983 853) recelved 16 rounds of 82mm mortar
£ire from the wes®, During the affernoen and early evening, the F83 re-
ceived 40 rounds of &0mm, 37w, and 120mm mortar, and ovar 100 rounds of
75mm RR, 60% of whica lanasd inside of the perimeter. Friendly clements
reported hearing 2 btagie blowing during the atiack. Gunships, srty, and
airstrikes supportod. fasulsa: friendly - 10 US WIf; enemy = 2 XIi.

(3} ¥SB 29, 22km wesh of Dak To (vic Y8 839 223} received mortar,
B-L0 rockets, S/h fire, and & ground attacik ty an estimated NV, battalion.
Lt one point the entniy occupicd six bunkers within the perimetcr. The
perimeter was reestablished by friendly forcas in the early morning hours
of 26 Moy, with fighting continuing throughout most of the day. Approx-
1metely 308 rounds of mixed 75mn RR, 60mm, 82zm, and 120mm mortar fire

was reccived. Results: friendly - 14 KIi, 1 MIL, 56 WIA all US; enemy -
129KI4 (BC}, 1 PV, 54 8/5 and 3 C/S weapons CIL. One PV identificd his
unit as the K-2 Bn/101D Regt.
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AVGD-CC (20 June 1068)
SUBJECT: ther %ctkcn Penort, Operation Matthews, (40 Matthews), 25 May =~
12 June 1968, (U) -

i Ty P
(L) On 25 May 1/35%h F3B, 15km SW of Dak To (vic IB 859 137) recaived

75 rounds of g8omm morsar fire, Six of the rounds contained CS gas. Rew: -

sults: friendly - neg; -enciy unkszown, FSB 15 (vic ¥B 853 187% received
an unknown number of Shum mortar rounds and 75mm RR, fire resulting in 3
Us Wil. |

(5) . On 25 Moy 2loments of 2/1s% Gav, received B-40 and g/A fire

from an estimated cemwpnuy size force 12km MW of Dek To (vic 1B 895 272).
Arty, gunships, ancasrstrikes supported. Gunships, recelved heavy ground
rire during the contact, “ssults:  friendly - 2 XIA, 11 WIA all US;

enemy - 48 NVA KJA {z7:, Dgtimated more enely casualties that could not
be confirmed. Negatire nasuAlties or damage in these incidents. Elements
from 3/12th Inf found saven 122w rockots at vic YB 959 171 completely
set up and ready o 2ire from the ground. '

(6) On 28 Hey, ISP 76, 20ikn west of Dak To (vic ¥B 839 223) received
20-22 rounds of mixes S, and 82mm, and 3 rounds of 120mm mortar fire
from the south. A%l fired, reosulis: friendly - 1 US KIA, 1 US WIAj
encny = unknowil,

c, During the seviodl 2% May - L June, the FSB of the 4th Div (us)
received sporadis aiiaisd vw fire tnroughout the week with the most
significant atlaci CUEibg &% D450 howrs on 30 May. FSB 29, loc vic
Y8 839 223 {16km ¥ ¢ Tax w0}, racoived 12 x 120mm mortar rounds and 6
rounds of 105mm Howdimer fira, Two km NW of there (YB 817 248) on
30 May at 0230 hourc, 1/3/1 2% Ind was ettacked by an unimown pumber of
enory trocps, Resvams wols! rriondly - 8 KIA, 47 WIA; enemy - 42 KIA,

1 NVAC. The PCW was 1ouaT ifunbified as a member of the K-~ Bn/101D Regt.

d. During the poried 5 Turg-11 June, atbacks by fire against FSB in
M Kontum Province conbinuad,  Nesor the snd of this period the operations
hy Amcrican units i wwis aroa Wagan t9 have a telling effect. Attacks

by fire began to A crengs aad POWTs and Relliers from the 325C Division
to0ld of rapidly 3+ Larioratiry morale mobg the NVA troops in this area.

3, (C) Operations:

a, The 52d CER unz tha principal supporting aviation elerent during
Operation Matthews. Yre bhaticlion's normal daily operational commitment
to the 4th Iafanury Divicion was 36 UH-1Hs, 15 UH-1Cs, 10 CH=-47s, end 1
CH-54, the majority of which wos cllocated to the 1st Brigade et Dak To.

b, Significant Events. A day by day account of significant eventas l1s
1isted below, Operation Metthews was charscterized by & najority of com-
bat troop being meved fron securc to secure bases, This was aspecially
true in the Dak Pek arca where infantry elements were pir-1ifted from the
Dck Pek Airficld to gurrounding Fire Suppoert Beses. Although thore wers
numerovs Combat fssaults during tliis operction, the rajority of troobs
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AYCD-CC (20 Juae 1063)
QUBJICT: After Aculch Renort, Operatlon “atthews, (A Watthews), 25 May -
12 June 1968. (U)

nauled were in Air Transport Category ratier than Combat Assavlt Category.
Due to the heot of battle end the maximum effort required, only the most
inpartant eventn are recordad. Single shkip operations and miscellanecus
nissions will only be raflacted in the ovorall statistics.

(1) 25 May 68 - Tuo 574h Assault Helicopter Comnany and ‘bthe 119th
As=anlt Helicopter Gemfeny narticipated in a Combet Assavli (CA) for the
3/¢th and 1/10th Trfastry. 4 119th Assavlt Hellcopter Campany aircraft
was hit by ground fire while on a Med Evac with a resvlt of one crevmenber
WIA.

(2) 26 May 68 « Azedn dhs 5TED pssantt Helicoster Gomparny and 119th

iswault Helicopter Coysarsd somarred their assats to sirlift (AL) the 1/22nd

Taf to Fire Suppert as? {¥58) 3, This pirlift resulted in &1 hours being
flown by UH-1 Airperatt of thees WO comonnies,

{3) 27 Hay 42 . M tlo third dey of the operaticn the 57¢h AHC, 92nd
A¥C, and the 14945 A flanr 159 aours in swpport of tactical troop 1ifts.
Phe B7th AHC eirliffed I fo, 2 /8uy Infemiry bo FSB 3. This was followed
by a CA of B end D fo nl 2 uth Tnf The 92nd ARG participated in 2 CA for
the 1/8th Inf while 0o ahsak AU AL the 2/506th Abn to FSB 12 and the
3/187%h Abn ro TSR 29, Tra 57%h 410 nad one UH-1H loss to heavy ground
fipe end the aireralt wes later cacztroyed, This was one of the mejor days
of Cwmeration Mottheirz frorm 29 avialon stendncint,

(4) 28 tay &3 - 58 wgs were flowd BY avistion assets of the

s2d CaB. Tne 57th LK, g KB, and 119th AMC participated 5n an AL for
ne 1/8th Inf plus ther GAYy for the 2/506%h Abn. One UH-1H aircraft from
the 57th AHC was niv Ly povang fire. -

(5) 29 Vey 68 ~ T2 g ANG, 92nd AVC, and 119th AHC flew 60
hours while particip;ﬁihg amop CA for 2/35%h Inf.

>

(6) 30 lay 68 ~ T 414 AHC particirated in @ cA for 3/8th Inf,

with support from s 5750 AEC and 92nd ANC, 7% hours were floun on this

3 e
Caude

o agein the 57¢n AMC, 92nd AKC end 119%h AG com=
/187¢h Abn and the 2/506th Abn.

(7) 31 May 68 - C72

bined asgets to AL e 3
(8) 1 June 68 - ™0 57th AMC particirated in a CA for the 1/12,

The G2ad AEC and 11704 G airlifted the 2/506th Abr, 3/187th Abn, =nd the

2/35th Inf. A total of €3 CA hours weTe o,

(5} 2 June 68 = The 92nd AIC particivated in a GA for the 1/35th
Inf, wviile the s7th ARC and 119%h AHC combined assets to AL, 2/506th Abn
=nd 3,/137th 2. Cpa. UH-1T of the 92pd ANC vas hit by heavy ground fire
and crash landed in the LZ, This aircroft wes later recovered,
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SUBJECT: After Actlon. Repert, Operation Uatthews, (AO Matthews) 25 Yiay =
12 June 68. (U) ' '

{10) 3 June 68 - The 57th AUC and 119th AHC participated in an AL
for the 2/42nd ARVN Bn.

(11) 4 June 68 - The 419th AHC conducted a CA for the 2/506th Abn.

The 57th AHC participeted in a CA for the 3/8th Tnf. The 92nd AHC conduct-
ed an sirlift for the 1/35th Inf and the 1 4oth Inf. A total of 72 CA
nourg were flom by battalion aircraft. o

(12) 5 June 68 - Two eirlifte wers conducted for the 1/12th Inf
and the 1/35th Inf respectively, The 57th AHC, 92nd ARG, and 119th AHC
wvere the participating units and a total of 108 CA hours were flovm.

(13) 6 June 638 - A total of 8C CA hours were flown by the 57th
AHG, 92nd AHC, 119th AHC, and 170th AHC, An airlift and a combat agsault

were conducted for the 3/12th Inf.

(14) 7 June 68 ~ The 119th AHG conducted a GA in support of the
3/187%h Abn followved by a $inal extractlon of the sane force thet evening.
The 92nd AEC and the 170th AEC combined assets to airlift the 1/22nd Inf.
Tn addition, a Ci was conducted for the 1/35%h Inf. \ :

(15) 8 June 68 - The 119th AHC cupported by elerents of the 170t
AHC, conducted an airlift of the 3/187th Abn and the 1/22nd Inf, The 57th

AMC participated in an AL for the 3/8th Inf and the 3/12th Inf.

nea termination of Qperation Matthews; this
2/506th Abn and 2 Cots of the
ucted for 2 Co's of the 1/506th

(16) 9 June 68 - Neeri
day was characterized b a large AL of the
1/506th Abe back to Dak To. CA's were cond
Abn and the 1/8th Inf respectively.

(17) 10 June 68 ~ The infantry olements participating in Operation
Fatthews continued to close on Dax To with the AL of the 2/8th Inf and
3/42th respectively, The 119th AHC conducted a CA for the 1/506th Abn.

(18) 11 Jvne 68 - From en aviation viewnoint, Operation Matthews

closed with a massive reghrffle of troops. There weTe numercul AL's
d to continue Operation Fac Arthur.,

as infantry elenents were renositione
Supnorting units from the 52d CAB were 57th AHC and 119th AHC, A total

of 131 CA hours were flowm this date.

gws officially torminated per Lth

(19) 12 June 68 - Operation Matth
opaerntion the 119th AFC eonducted

Division order. On this last day of the

a CA for the 3/8th Inf.

The following is a resume of statistics

tion Eotthews, and roflects total sul-
do lacluvde the nerformance of the

c. Operational Statistics.
arcanad by the 52d CAB during Qpera
nort to Ath Division, Thaese totals
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AVGD-CC (20 June #8)
_SUBJECT: After Acticn Report, Operalicn Matthews (AO Matthews) 25 May -
12 June 1968. (1) | |

92nd AHC, and the other units attached or OPCON to the battalion during
the operation.

CBT SORTIES UH-1 ERS - CH-47 HRS TOTAL HRS
25,500 4y 460 1,347 . 5,072
CBT ASLTS AIR LIFTS BATT MOVES TOTAL PAX

18 29 17 37,683
CCO TONS MED EVACS EN CBA . AJC HITS
5,540 255 . UNKNOWN 17
A/C DMGE . A/C DEST A/C RECOVERED
22 1 7

L., (C) Maintenance

i During'ﬁhe period 25lMay - 12 June 1968, elements of the 524 CAB
flew in excess of 5,000 hours, the majority of which wers flown in support

of Task Force Matthews., The aviation units performed 191 FMI and 93 PMP
inspections during this period,

‘b, The 179th Assault Support Helicépter Compani recovered 7 aircraft
in and around the Dak To area during this operation, All aircraft were
damaged by hostile fire or confined area operations,

¢. Approximately 35,000 maintenance man hours were reguired to per-
form the inspections mentioned in paragrafrh 4a. Additionally, it %took
an estimated 12,000 maintenance man hours to perform unscheduled mainten-
ance., Maintenance crews were often called on to go to Dak To or Dak Pek
to perform maintenance so that the operation might continue or the air-
eraft could be flowm back to established maintenance facilities. The
battlaion wes able to maintain an avallebility rate of 66..% on UH-1H'!s
and 65,7% on UH-1C's throughout the operation.

5, (C) Commanders Obgervations, Discussion and Recormendations,

" a, Mission Planning

(1) Observation and Discussion., During Operation Matthews, eirmoble
requirements were seldom known in sufficient time to allow detailed plan~
ning by the supporting aviation unit, The tactical situation and re-
sulting 1ift requirements frequently changed until 2300 hours or later.
This would often necessitate & reconnaisance of the area by the Air Mis-
sion Commander at first light followed by nothing more than hasty coordin-
ation and the conduct of the combat assault during the early morning hours.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVGD-CC (20 Junc 68)
SURJECT: After fiction Report, Oporation Mabbhews, (A0 Matthews), 25 May -
12 June 1968. (U)

(2) Recommendation, Commanders should place increased emphesis on
the need to make airmoble requirements kuown to the supporting aviation
sloments as soon as possible, If a CA is to be made at first light, the
misgion requirement should be made known early enough the day before to
provide time for a deylight reconnaisance of landing zone, flight routes,
and pick-up zone, Execution of immediate combat assaults should be held
to a minimum and used only in the event of a combat emergency. |

b. Establishing Priorities

(1) Observation and Discussion, In meny instances the 1lift and re-
supply missions planned by ground forces far exceed the capabilities of
aviation support allocated,

(2) Reconmendation. Ground comrmandecrs should determine requirements
as early as possible for the following day. When requirements exceed the
capabilities of aviation . .support allocated, priorities must be cstablished
as soon as possible and followed so thet tactical necessities ere ac-
complished, S

c. B-52 Ar Strikes (Arc Light)

(1) Observation and Discussion. Cperation Matthews made extensive
usa of fre Lights, due to heavy enemy concentrations throughout the oper-
aticnal area. This was especially true in the vicinity of Dak Pek., OCn
ore cecassion safety requirements werc waivered regarding alr advisory
warnings and the proximity of friendly troops, In addition, transnissions
Ton guard" frequency were a0t slways roadable when at low altitudes in the
Dal Pek area, This lack of information endangerad aircraft supporting
the operation, In one instance an airersy had no indication of an fAre
Light in the area until the ground ccmmander in a separate C&C airoraft,
informed them thedt they were flying through an Arc Light thet was in pro-
gress. This needlessly endangered the aircraft and crev.

(2) Recommendation, CGround commenders should inform the supporting
sristion elements well in advance of anv proposed air strikes. Inform-
aticn of this type should also be included in the daily pilot or mission
briefing. In case of immediate alr strikes, it is the ground comanders
responsibility to insure that all sireraft working in the goneral area
are notificd of the time and location of the intended strike.

d. Police of Landing Zocnes and Load Cut Areas,

(1) Observation and Discussion. MNurerous incidents involving Foreign
Object Damage (FOD) occurred due to lack of police in the landing zones
end load out areas. This was especially true on FSB and battery moves
acconplished by CH=47's. Loose ponchos, poncho liners, C-retion boxes,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AyGD-CC (20 Junc 68) :
SUBJECT: After Lction Repord, Gperation Matthews, (A0 Matthews), 25 May -
12 Juno 1968, (U) _

enmpty cans, and loose sand bags were to be found in quenity in and around
most landing zones. During this operztion a total of 6 CE~47 engines were
damaged due to FOD. These alone cost thegovernment'approximately $264,,0C0
put more important it dended the ground forces suppert by eircraft which
werc in critical demand.

(2) Recommendation, Commanders respongible for landing zones and
1oad oub areas take positive command action to insure the proper police
of all areas. This ection is 2 rust if continued aviatlon support is to
be reodily available.

¢, Preparation of CH=47 loads.

(1) Observation and Discussion. & continwing problem at Kontum and
Dak To CH-47 load-out areas hes been the delay in having hook loads pre-
pared so thet delivery cen begin when CH-47s arrive on station. Almost
daily CH~47 flight hour requirements to support 4th Inf Div exceed the
total time aveilable., If Maximm utilizatlon of evailable assets i3 to
be geined it is esgential that delivery of supplies be continuous through-
cut the day.

(2) Recormendaticn. Supported units rust have sufficient loads
prepared and ready for delivery by 0800 to insure maximum ubilization of
CE-47 £light hours.
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